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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

(i) querying a user to identify, defining, in via configuration data -software of a computer 
system, a business process in terms of what activities that make up the-a business process comprises ; 

(ii) for each activity identified in step (i), querying the user to p rovide process control 
elements that define deftn i ng -a behavior of eaeh- the respective activity of the business process with 
respect to a business object to be acted on by the business activity, for a plurality e - f said process 
control elements including: 

a status element, which represents a progress level within the business process that 
the business object has reached by arriving at the instant activity; 

a user interface element, which defines the scope within which allow s users are 
allowed to operate on the business object within a defined scope of for the instant activity; 

a plausibility check element, which verifies that the business object sufficiently meets 
a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity; 

a release element, which signals that the business object is ready to proceed past the 
instant activity in the business process; and 

an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to operate on 
the business object for the instant activity; and 

(iii) storing the defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data of the 
computer system , allowing the computer system to thereafte r ; and 

(iv) dynamically generating^ the business process from the activities and the process 
control elements provided by the user, to operate on business objects managed by the computer 
system. 

2 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising performing an -one or more 
activities activity of the business process in accordance with a corresponding defined behavior. 
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3 . (Currently Amended) A computer system comprising : 
a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor and storing instructions e - x - e - eutab l e- adapted to be 
executed by the processor to c onfi g ure bu s in es s a p plica tion s o ftwa r e , the instructions implementing 
a method including: 

querying a user to identify, via configuration software, pi : &seirting -- an-<>pt-ien--te- - def4ne 
a business process in terms of what activities that make up a t he-business process comprises ; 
based on user input, setting values in configuration data corresponding to a defined 

for each identified activity, querying the user to provide process control elements that 
presenting - an - option to define a behavior of eaeh -the respective activity of the business 
process with respect to a business o bj c c t to be acted on by the activity, for e ach ol'a p l ura lity 
ef -said process control elements including: 

a status element, which represents a progress level within the business 
process that the business object has reached by arriving at the instant activity; 

a user interface element, which defines the scope within which allows 
users are allowed to operate on the business object within a defined scope of fer 
the instant activity; 

a plausibility check element, which verifies that the business object 
sufficiently meets a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity; 

a release element, which signals that the business object is ready to 
proceed past the instant activity in the business process; and 

an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to 
operate on the business object for the instant activity ;-and 

storing based on user input, setting values in the configuration data corresponding to 
the defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data of the computer 
syste m, allowing the computer system to thereafter ; and 
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dynamically generating the business process from, the activities and the process 
control elements provided by the user, to operate on business objects managed by the 
computer system. 

4. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 3, the method further comprising 
performin g one or more activities of the business process or an activity thereof in accordance with 
the configuration data. 

5. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 3, the method further comprising 
associating respective configuration values with retrieval parameters. 

6. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 5, the method further comprising 
reading configuration values based on the retrieval parameters, and controlling a behavior o f one or 
more activities of the business process or an activity thereof based on the configuration values. 

7. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable storage medium storing computer-executable 
instructions ada pted to be executed by a processor to perform a mcthod-^f^r-i^ro<* inc 1 ud i ng : 

querying a user to identify, via configuration software, p iH»seirtin - g -- a - n -- ep t i - e - n -- t - e"de6-ne-"a 



for each identified activity, querying the user to provide process control elements that 
pf - ese - nting an option to define a behavior of eaeh-the respective activity of the business process with 
respect to a business object to be acted on by the activity, for each of a plurality of said process 
control elements including: 

a status element, which represents a progress level within the business process that 
the business object has reached by arriving at the instant activity; 

a user interface element, which defines the scope within which allows u sers are 
allowed to operate on the business object within a defined scope of for the instant activity; 

a plausibility check element, which verifies that the business object sufficiently meets 
a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity; 




erms of what activities that make up a the-business process comprises ; 
input, setting values in configuration data corresponding to a defined process; 
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a release element, which signals that the business object is ready to proceed past the 
instant activity in the business process; and 

an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to operate on 
the business object for the instant activity ;-and 
storing btised-en-thsef-H^wtr-*^ 
defined business process and activity behaviors in configuration data of the computer system- 
allowing the computer system to thereafte r ; and 

dynamically generating*; the business process from the activities and the process control 
elements provided by the user, to operate on business objects managed by the computer system. 

8. (Currently Amended) The machine-readable storage medium of claim 7, the method further 
comprising associating respective configuration values with retrieval parameters. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

reading configuration data to determine a behavior of a user-identified activity of a business 
aeti¥ - i t y- process with respect to a business object to be acted on by the activity , wherein user- 
provided process control elements define the behavio r stored is defined in the configuration data-in 
accordance with a plurality o f , said process control elements including: 

a status element, which represents a progress level within the business process that 
the business object has reached by arriving at the instant activity; 

a user interface element, which defines the scope within which allows u sers are 
al lowed to operate on the business object within a defined scope of for the instant activity; 

a plausibility check element, which verifies that the business object sufficiently meets 
a set of criteria to proceed past the instant activity; 

a release element, which signals that the business object is ready to proceed past the 
instant activity in the business process; and 

an authorization element, which specifies a set of users that is allowed to operate on 
the business object for the instant activity; and 

performing the business-activity in accordance with the configuration data. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein values in the configuration data 
6eff€&i3end i ng4e4he%usffids& - a - et i v i- ty -wherein the behavior of t he act ivity is defined are read based 
on a retrieval parameter eerre -s pond i- ng - t - o - associated with a process control area of the bu s iness 
activity. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the status element relates to a stage 
of] j g the business procesS "tha t -m€h - >deS"}.h& - : b^ki&sS"aet i v i ty . 

12. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the user interface element relates to at least one of 
an appearance and operability of a user interface for handling the business object. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the plausibility check element relates to 
plausibility checks on data relating to the business object. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 9, wherein the release element relates to an approval for the 
business object to be acted on by a subsequent activity. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the authorization element relates to 
relates an authorization to act on the business object. 
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